Mr, Hayne3 Johnson 6/11/87 

Washington Post 
1150 15 St., NW 
Washington, D.C. 20071 

Dear Mr. °ohnson, 

— - Meese is much more culpable than .indicated in. your yesterday* s piece. He began 
by assuring the possibility, if not, in fact, the probability, of a coverup. 

At the White House press conference in which he announced the diversion of 
Iranian money to the Contras he was asked if the PHI was investigating. He replied, 
presenting himself as a civil libertarian, saying that in the absence of suspicion 
of any law violation it would be improper for the FBI to make any investigation. I 
was shocked at the enormity of his lie and at the apparent lack of knowledge on the 
psrt of the questioners. I was even more shocked that i'ieese stated, without any 
demurrer, and dodge Webster agreed with him. 

The FBI does make and is empowered to make "special investigations" for the 
president. Meese and Webster had to know this. Tfye quoted words are from J. Edgar 
Hoover's testimony before the Warren Commission, Volume 5, page 98, copy enclosed. 

Thus , at the very least, Meese began by providing the opportunity for the 
known Horth/Hall shredding party and who can know what else. 

It is difficult for me to believe that after all those years in power there 
was nobody in the White House aware of this provision for FBI conduct of presi- 
dential investigations. 

Or that, if innocent, any president ever had greater need for such an 
investigation. 


Sincerely, 



Harold Wei3berg 
7627 Old Receiver Road 
Frederick, lid. 21701 
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The Chaibman. Mr. Rankin will carry on the examination, Mr. Director. 

Mr. Rankin. Mr. Chief Justice, do you want to tell him briefly what our 
purpose is? 

The Chaibman. Oh, yes ; it is our practice to make a brief statement before 
the testimony of each witness, and I will do it now. 

Mr. Hoover will be asked to testify in regard to whether Lee H. Oswald 
was ever an agent, directly or indirectly, or an informer or acting on behalf 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation In any capacity at any time, and 
whether he knows of any credible evidence of any conspiracy, either domestic 
or foreign, involved in the assassination of President Kennedy. 

What he has to say about an article in the National Enquirer, Commission 
Exhibit No. 837, and concerning the failure to Include the name and informa- 
tion concerning special agent Hosty in the Initial report of the Oswald address 
book and any suggestions and recommendations he may have concerning im- 
provements or changes in provisions for the protection of the President of the 
United States. Now, Mr. Rankin, you may proceed. ' 

Mr. Rankin. Mr. Hoover, will you state for the record your name and 
position? 

Mr. Hooves. J. Edgar Hoover, Director of the Federal Bureau of Investi- 
gation of the Department of Justice. 

Mr. Rankin. Where do you live, Mr. Hoover? 

Mr. Hooves. I live at 4936 30th Place, Northwest, Washington, D.C. 

Mr. Rankin. And you have been Director of the Bureau for some 40 years 
according to the newspapers? 

Mr. Hooveb. That is correct; since 1924. 

Mr. Rankin. You have furnished us a considerable amount of information, 
Mr. Hoover, about whether or not Lee Harvey Oswald was ever an agent or 
acting for the Bureau in any capacity as informer or otherwise at any time. 
Are those statements correct? 

Mr. Hooveb. They are correct I can most emphatically say that at no time 
was he ever an employee of the Bureau in any capacity, either as an agent or as 
a special employee, or as an informant. 

Mr. Rankin. I call your particular attention to Exhibit 835, and suggest 
that you will find that that is your letter, together with your affidavit about 
this subject matter, and other matters that you furnished to us concerning 
this particular subject 

Mr. Hooveb. That is correct 

Mr. Rankin. Do you wish to add anything? 

Mr. Hooveb. No ; there is nothing that I desire to add to what appears In this 
letter and my affidavit which accompanied it to the Commission. 

Mr. Rankin. You have provided many things to us in assisting the Commis- 
sion in connection with this investigation and I assume, at least in a general 
way, you are familiar with the investigation of the assassination of President 
Kennedy, is that correct? . 

Mr. Hoover. That is correct / When President Johnson returned to Washington 
he communicated with me within th^fij^t. 24 hours*, and asked" thef Bureau to 
pick u p the up . y p ^ i g? l^yjnation because as you are aware, there 
'is no Federal jurisdiction for such an investigation. (It is not a Federal crime 
to kill or attack the President or the Vice President or any of the continuity of 
officers who would succeed to the Presidency^ - - 

However, the. President has a right to request the Bureau- to. make special 
investigations, and iu Ihija instance honsked that this. investigation- hqjnade. . I 
iEQin^ifi^tefy assigned a special forceiheaded by the special agent in charge at 
Dallas, TtexJ to initiate the investigation, and to get all details and facts con- 
cerning it, which^g. obtained, and thep pcepaced^^ej^rjL^ 
to the A ttorneF^ enej^^o^^ JPr^iden t. 

Mr. RANON^^rom your study of this entire matfel* of the assassination and 
work in connebtion with it, do you know of any credible evidence that has ever 
come to your attention that there was a conspiracy either foreign or domestic 
involved In the assassination? 
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I have been unable to find any scintilla of evidence showing any foreign con- 
spiracy or any domestic conspiracy that culminated in the assassination of 

President Kennedy. . . 

Representative Ford. May I ask this, Mr. Hoover. As I understand your 
testimony, it is based on the evidence that has been accumulated thus far? 

Mr. Hooveb. That is correct, sir. - 

Representative Ford. Is the Federal Bureau of Investigation continuing its 
investigation of all possible ramifications of this assassination? 

Mr. Hooveb. That is correct We are receiving and we, I expect will con- 
tinue to receive for days or weeks to come, letters from individuals that normally 
would probably be in the category of what we would call crank letters in whic 
various weird allegations are made or in which people have reported psychic 
vibrations. We are still running out letters of that character and in turn 
making a report to this Commission upon it, notwithstanding the fact th t 
on the face of it the allegation is without any foundation. Individuals who could 
not have known any of the facts have made some very strange s tatem «^ 
There have been publications and books written, the contents of which have bee 
absurd and without a scintilla of foundation of fact. I feel, from my experience 
in the Bureau, where we are in constant receipt over the years of these so-called 
crank letters, that such allegations will be going on possibly for some years 

t0 Impersonally, feel that any finding of the Commission will not be accepted by 
everybody, because there are bound to be some extremists who have very pro- 
nounced views, without any foundation for them, who will disagree violently 
with whatever filings the Commission makes. But I think it is essential that 


the FBI investigate the allegations, that are.recelr^iii the fut^e so-lt can t be 
said^tfiut weJmd’ igncxred thein or that the cage is closed, and forgotten. 

Representative Fobd. Could you give us some idea of how many agents are 
currently working to one degree or another on any aspects of this case . 

Mr. Hooveb. I would estimate, Congressman Ford, that there are at the 
present time at least 50 or 60 men giving their entire time to various aspects of 
the investigation, because while Dallas is the office of origin, investigation Is 
required in auxiliary offices such as Los Angeles or San Francisco, and even ^ 
some foreign countries like Mexico. We have representatives in Mexico City. 

At the outset of the investigation, following the assassination, i^was^the 
desire of the Pr^ideut. to^have. this. report completed by the Bureaju justa3 
quT&kly^ak^^iile^a nd as thoroughly as possible, find I would shy we^Sd about 
15(f^&fS^that. time., working on the report in the field, and at Washington, D.O. 

alf the reports that come in^from the field: are, of eourse, reviewed at 
Washington by the supervisor in charge of the case, and then in turn by the 
assistant director of the division, and then in turn by Mr. Belmont, who is the 

assistant to the Director. . . _ 

Reports in which there is a controversial issue or where statements have 
been made of the existence of some particular thing that we have never heard 
; of before, go. over these to 

2 haven’t had can be tied down. 

V mmhf the JTational EhQulfiet'bSff a fStffasHc'artrcld til' it aS to the existence 
r !a letter that had been written or a request that had been made by the Depart- 
jflent of Justice to Chief Curry of the Dallas Police Department, to withhold 
" gtlng Rubinstein, or Ruby, and Oswald after the Oswald attempt on Gen- 
*ral Walker’s life. _ _ _ . 

First, I had the agent in charge at Dallas interview Chief Curry and I have 
-fe to the Commission a letter as to what Chief Curry had to say. He branded 
an entire lie— that he had never received any request of that kind. I had 
• files searched to be certain we had not written any such letter as that and 
d we had not I requested the Department of Justice to advise me whether 
had written any such letter and Mr. Katzenbach advises there is no ref- 
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